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After traveling all day on a donkey, very heavy with child, Mary must have been terribly tired, in need of 

bedrest and hardly able to stand. Joseph found  there was no room at the inn, and so they could only stay in 

a stable for this night of the birth of Jesus. It must have been tiring and stressful for Joseph as well.  I picture 

him having made a bed of hay for mother and Child.  �1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�D�W�����E�X�W���D�I�W�H�U���-�H�V�X�V�·���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O�����J�X�H�V�W�V���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G��

from the hills nearby �³ the shepherds, who had been alerted by heavenly angels.  I imagine Joseph hushing the 

visitors, allowing quick peeks on tiptoe.  Here I show the Holy Family peacefully resting after the guests have 

�O�H�I�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K���L�V���R�Q���J�X�D�U�G�����%�D�E�\���-�H�V�X�V�·���W�L�Q�\���I�L�Q�J�H�U�V���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���O�D�U�J�H���R�Q�H�����W�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���K�L�P���W�R���G�R���D�V���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q��

heaven has asked.  May we all share in peace this season and beyond.  
 

~ Cover art and narrative by OLGH parishioner Laura Donahue 
(used with permission)  


